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Wednesday, January 3, 1844. Dr Graham, President, in the chair. Spasmodic Affections of Respiration.?Dr John Scott read, in continuation of a former paper, a notice on a spasmodic affection of the breathing in females, in which he stated that he had found the application of the Linimentum Ammonice Compositum to the neck, from the first to the fourth cervical vertebra, give immediate relief. He also mentioned that he had found a similar treatment effectual in removing paroxysms of spasmodic asthma.
Adjourned Conversation on Dr Henderson's paper on the present Epidemic Fever.?Dr Alison observed that hitherto he had had great hesitation in admitting that the present fever was a different disease from ordinary typhus, buj acknowledged that some of the facts adduced by Dr Henderson in his paper at last meeting, could not be explained, except on the ground of the existence of two distinct specific poisons. The difference in symptoms between the present epidemic and ordinary typhus were such as to render it easy to distinguish the two forms of disease, and Dr Alison noticed, besides the symptoms mentioned by Dr Henderson as characteristic of the present epidemic, the remarkable frequency of abortion in pregnant females attacked by it, and a decidedly greater mortality from the epidemic fever in young patients, as had been made out in the Glasgow mortality bills by Mr Watt.
Bearing in mind, however, the great variety in the symptoms which occurs in different epidemics of fever, Dr Alison could not admit the existence of two specific diseases, from differences in the symptoms merely, but 
